A FEW WORDS ON FRENCH
MODELS.1

ISTunquamne reponam?
Vexatus toties rauci Theseide Codri ?

HISTORIANS are only too fond of insisting on
the effect of the French Revolution in checking:

o

English reform. One of the latest of them
dwells on the fatal influence of this great event
in our own country, in checking, blighting, and
distorting the natural progress of things. But
for that influence, he says, the closing years of
the century would probably have seen the aboli-
tion of the English Slave Trade, the reform of
Parliament, and the repeal of the Test Act.2
The question of the precise degree of vitality
in sectarian pride, and of tenacity in a great
material interest, a hundred years ago or at any
time, is not very easy to settle. It is quite
possible that the Slave Trade and the Test Act

1 March 1888.                     2 Lecky, vi. 297.
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